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Reports Issued in March 1988 

National Defense 
-- ---. 

~~ ~ _.. --_.~~-~~~~-. ~~~ ..-. . 

Military Draft: :lc’c.. No. 13526ti (GA0 ei~iu~-wloL’), Mar. 10. 

Potential lmpacb and 
Other Issues I:xpccrts believe that an analysis of budgetary impacts cannot provide a 

clcfinitive basis for cthor,rsing between a draft or volunteer force as a 
Incans of' raising I1.S. armed forces. They offer many arguments on the 
I)urportcd advantages and disadvantages of a force comprised of volun- 
t (1fhrs only, as opposed t () a mixed force of draftees and volunteers. The 
arguments must be carc>ful ly weighed before making such a critically 
important national po1ic.y cahoice. If pay for new enlisted personnel was 
slgnif’i(.ant,ly reduced ;jnd t hcb force size remained constant, the draft 
~~oultl result in considerable budgetary savings, but the savings would 
1 LOI t)ct realized fc II’ many ;c~ars. Moreover, they would be achieved at the 
I,ric*rb I )f’ reduced acti\,c:-dut y 1’0rcc~ cbffectiveness and uncertain social 
c (nlst’(lll(An(‘C1s. Mt:;rsu~w : o I bf’fscl t hc loss of active-duty force effective- 
IIOSS (*r~~ld mnk ;I draft IU~I~I.~ r~xt.ly 1 ban t.he current volunteer force. 

IKF Treaty: (i \o wl.\IMX-I11Fs, ivw. 24. 

Cost of’ Weapon Systems to 
Be Destroyed and Possible The Ir\termt~diatc-Kang~ N;u&:ar Forces Treaty, if ratified, would 

Savings rt>quirc that the I~nitcd States destroy a total of 867 missiles, their 
l;~~~nchers, and specif’ictl support, facilities, and training equipment. 
TrM I)rogram costs through I;Y 1987 for the Pershing II and Ground 
I.;~m(*h~d C’ruiscb Missilfls arc’ $2.60 billion and $3.45 billion respectively. 
‘I’tw Ikpartmcnt of Ikf’cLns,, has estimated that, as a result of the treaty, 
C~OSLS of $219 million in F‘1’ 1988 and $240 million in FY 1989 could be 
a\ tri&tl for the I’c!rshing II and (;I,( ‘II programs. Further, the Army esti- 
~XIIP; tllat $1.223 rnillio~~ i)\ I’osts for the Pershing program through FY 
l!l!lTr c~)ulrl be aL:ckid(atl. 

Inventory Management,: 
Supply Problems at, the 
90th Army Reserve 
Command 

ii.\0 x4AI)-XX-titillli. IJcb. :,. 

?‘IIP Amy Audit Agency has rtported that controls over property at the 
9Ot 11 Army Rcscr\~c Conm~and headquartered in San Antonio, Texas, 
\v(‘ro inadequate: t.hat sjgnific*;mt inventory losses had occurred; and 
t ~;FI t hcl ROth M(‘OM anti I hr’ Fifth Army Headquarters had begun 
a(‘t icj11s to c.orrccl long-st ;u~ling dcficicnc-*its. Although improvements 
hii I(’ b~~gun, problems I,c’rsist. The problems result, in part, from having 
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only part-time administrative support or inadequately trained supply 
management staff, which is inherent in reserve components. 

Competition: Act. No. 135.228 (GAO, hXALH%!?-22), Mar. 7. 
Issues on Establishing and 
Using Fee lerally Funded Federally Funded Research and Development Centers are privately 

Research and Development operated, but publicly funded under a long-term contract with a federal 

Centers 
sponsoring agency. The Congress is concerned that FFRLK: may be doing 
defense related work that could be done by industry. Industry repre- 
sentatives claim that work placed non-competitively with FIWXS 
unfairly denies industry opportunities to compete for federal research 
and development funds while the government is denied assurance that it 
is receiving the best possibIe research at, compet,itive prices. GAO believes 
that the special relationship that WKUC’S have with their sponsors means 
they do not have to compete for the work they rdonduct. This lack of 
competition limits the government’s ability to know whether a non- 
FFHIK could do the work better or at less cost. 

--I ----___ 

Contract Pricing: 
Overpricing of 
Peacekeeper Missile 
Subcontracts 

Target prires of major subcontracts awarded to Hercules, Inc., in Utah, 
for Peacekeeper Missile Stage III motors were overstated by $995,353 
and $176,308, including overhead and profit, because Hercules did not 
ensure that proposed prices for thrust vector actuators were based on 
accurate, complete, and current cost or pricing data. Overstatements in 
material cost estimat.es, escalation factors, and direct labor and indirect 
expense rates were also found. GAO believes that the information in this 
report provides a basis for the Norton Air Force Base in California to 
initiate action to recover the overstated pricacs from Hercules. 

---.~~ .-.- __ ____ ---- __--___- 
Army Procurement: GAo;rwhn-XH-7”, Mar. 8. 
Contracting for 
Management and Concern was expressed over the Army’s process for selecting the Louisi- 

Operation of Government- ana Army Ammunition Plant’s operating contract for competition in FY 

Owned Ammunition Plants 
1987. GAO found no indication that, Army’s selection process was biased 
but concluded that the selection process itself was inappropriate. Army 
developed the sclt~ction process to decide which operating contracts to 
open to compet,iticm. llowever, the Competition in Contracting Act, of 
1984 mandates competit.ion for all procurements exceeding $2Fj,OOO 
unless one of the seven specific statutory except.ions is met. Army 
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should comply with the act by opening each A.41’ operating contract to 
competition when it expires or justify, on a case-by-case basis, why this 
should not be done. 

-~~ 

Army Procurement: 
L ‘nnecessary Restriction 
on Competition for New 
Chemical Protective Masks 

-- 

Modifi’cation Programs: 
Proposed Changes to the 
Army’s Approval Process 

The Army limited competition for an initial production of a new chemi- 
cal and biological field protective mask, which is designed to protect the 
user‘s face, eyes, and respiratory system. GAO believes that Army has 
not adequately supported its position that full and open competition 
cbould not be used and recommended that Army terminate the contract 
and procure its requirements on a competitive basis. 

---..- -.-.- 
.ACCY No. 135346 ((;A(), Nslr\r.)-H8-i zt;13ri), Mar. 23. 

There is some concern that, proposed changes in the way the Army 
approves equipment modifications would decentralize the management 
of such modifications with the result that (1) project managers could 
approve equipment modifications without review by higher level Army 
management and (2) Army’s Materiel Change Branch would become 
inoperable. In assessing the concern, GAO feels that the greater portion of’ 
equipment modifications, in terms of cost, would still come under the 
review of the Office of t.he Secretary of the Army. The Material Change 
ISranch would continue to operate, with slightly reduced responsibilities, 
but would maintain records for the more significaant modificat.ions. 

~-__ ,_I-_~ __~~~ ~-- .-- ~~~~ .I. . ._.- ..-~---~~-. .-~ 

Internal Controls: (;;\o:NsIAw?~-1 IS, Feb. 29. 

Controls Over Expedited 
Payments to Deffhnse I inder fast pay l)roccdurrs, agencies pay vendors based on a shipping 

Suppliers Need invoice without verification of receipt and acceptance of the items 

Improvement 
ordered. ‘I’his procedure was developed to expedite payments to contrac- 
I ors for small purchases. IIowever, audits have disclosed serious inter- 
nal control weaknesses in the use of fast pay procedures by the Defense 
Logistics AgemS:. In FY 1985, 1986, and 1987, DLA spent an estimated 
total of about $4.7 billion under the procedure. DLA has not implemented 
revised fast pay requirements and, consequently, was continuing to roll- 
tinely use, rather than curtail, fast pay procedures in inappropriate cir- 
wmst awes. Internal controls established by two I)I.A purchasing offices 
that C;AO reviewrbd w(xr(l not adequate. As a result, the government paid 
t’or some items it did not. rect%~e. In other ceases. c,ontractors received 



- 

- 

Management Review: 
Follow-Up on the 
Management Review of the 
Defense Logistics Agency 

Computer Procurement,: 
Issues Concerning 
Technical Specification for 
Navy’s CAD/CAM 
Acquisition 

Test and Evaluation: 
An Assessment of Navy’s 
Long-Term Underwater 
Test Resources Plan 

- 
and used government funds for a number of months befc)rc the overpay- 
ments were discovered and refunded. 

The Defense Lcrgistics Agency manages about 2.5 million supply items 
and maintains invent.orics valued at about $1 1.5 billion. In a 1986 
report, GAO examined IH~ management in i,he areas of planning, program 
controls, organization, and operations, and made severai rocommenda- 
t,ions where IH,+,‘s planning processes ccmld bc improved. The Depart- 
ment, of Defense has completed or has ~tndcrway actions in response to 
tlach of thrl rec’c)Innlcnriations. IIowevcr. G.U) found that additional man- 
agement action is m&c&d in strategk and mobilization planning managc- 
ment. controls ovc’t’ acat ivities. such as r30nt.ract administration and 
inventory receiy)t ilnd st,ur:tgc. 

k~vy’s Computer Aided LIesign/Computt~r Aided Manufacturing equip- 
ment is a tool for automating the engineering f[uMons used in design- 
ing, manufacturing, and maintaining ~~wrior~s ty-pes of plant and 
cyuipment, for modernizing ships, submarirrc~s. aircsr;rft, and shore-based 
support fac+ilitics. Contracts for Navy’s acq~lisition of E’~~)~(xu are esti- 
mated to btb from $125 million to $S billion. Tlk report raises important 
issues about whcthcr ( 1 ) certain hardw:ire rctyuirements arc essential, 
( 2) Ka!~y’s I tratment. of’ two ky standards ivill product> Navy-unique 
iFcrsions of each, (3) I hr> system integration requirements will produce 
Navy-unique systems. and (4) the distinctions between mandatory and 
ncA()tiabl~ requir~~mc~n1.s ;Irt’ clear. 

Navy has developed a test resource plan that includes not only under- 
water rangil facilities. bllt also targets and sitnrilation requirements. To 
meet test reyuircmcnts in thr! most cost-effec*tivt! manner and to ensure 
support for t.he most critical programs, overall priorities need to be set; 
all options need to bc analyzed; and a compri’I~cinsiv~~ strategy, with nec- 
c+~ary organizational support, needs t.o bc dovt~lopctl. Differ.ences of 



II -- --_~~~ -...-.- ~~~~~ 
opinion exist over tht> technical feasibility and cost-effectiveness of rec- 
ommtbndations cant ainc\d in the Department of Defense’s Inspector Gen- 
t~ral’s report on araoust,ic measurement facilities. Because of the 
significance of the potent.ial savings associated with the recommenda- 
tions and technical issues that have remained unsolved, it is important 
that. an appropriat.tl ;Ind early resolution be reached that will allow the 
Kavy to meet i1.s acoustic, requirements in the most cost-effective 
rnanm~r. 

Household Goods: AIT. No. 1:153.59 (GW) NSIAI,-w-103). Mar. 24. 
..-. --” 

implications of Increasi % 
,Moving Companies’ ‘l’ln-ough the‘ Ikp;n~tm~nt of’ Dcfensc, the Military Traffic Management 

Liability for DOD 
(.:ommand l~rol~~cl ~.hangc~s that would increase carrier liability for 

I_ 
Shipments 

donlestic.* housr~hold growls shipments. The changes also established a 
ratcb to rornpcnsat t’ h( 111s1~ho1d goods carriers for their increased liability. 
~,:zo would not. (lot tw~linc~ ;I fair and adequate level of compensation 
h<~~i~llsC~ ( 1 j It i< too early to d&ermine the impact of increased liability 
on caarricr l~rf’c )rmail(7~ and (2) determining a fair and adequate compen- 
sat.irm lr:vcbl rchqllirc)s ;d l)olic.y judgment about the appropriate perform- 
;mc*r’ level to b(> cxptac? tarI from carriers. A primary objective of the 
inc~rcascd liiihilit~ I)t’t>gritm is t,o increase the incentive for carriers to 
IW~IIW thcl lt~vc~l of II 15s ;intl damagt to household goods shipments. (~0 
t hc~r~~forc I~lic~t~ that t 1~ current rat,e of compensation under !wMC”S 
inc’r!lased li:lhility ~>rogr;ut\ should remain unchanged until carrier per- 
forrn;mc~t~ dat :I or addi: iOn c~)st, information indicates that changes are 
lll’l.‘l Iod. 

~--_.-. .~ - ---.._..~~~_ - ~~ ~~~ 

Prompt Payment Act: c;j\tr :\I-‘huMX-17. P’Pb !I 

Milita.ry Exchanges Had 
Problems in Paying on IVilvy t-lxltc*hangos iuld t hex joint Army/Air Force exchanges are experien- 

Tire r.ing diffic*llltict5 in l~aying their bills when due. About 24 percent of a 
c;.\c~ ~iampl~~ of ~nvclic~: l)wy-ments were paid late, and another 11 percent 
\YVIXI paid too CW~J :1ppropriatc interest penalties generally had not 
txwl paid. ami in som( WSI’S discounts were taken after allowable peri- 
CICIS ~~spirt:d aml ha(l not twn refunded. Several exchange managers 
;rc,ltr~c,wl(~clg~~(l TJlat. tllcbir payment practices, systems, and internal con- 
trols wwv not Cld~~q~l:~lr II) cnsurc csompliance with prompt payment 
obj~*ctivt3 



Software Development’: Act. Ko. 135265 (GW ):IM~‘~c’-88-~oI;s), Mar. 1 1. 

Update on Department of 
Defense Central Design A previous tinu report identified inconsistencies between ( I ) the number 

Activities and estimated cost, rrf’ the Department of Det’ensc’s Central Design Activ- 
ities reported in the special budget exhibit submitted to the Congress by 
Defense and (2) the number and cost. of (IHS identified by GAO. As a 
result, Congress was caoncerned t.hat Dct’ense had not provided it with 
rt~liablc information on (MS. This report reviews Defense’s efforts to 
reconcile the c~1.2 CWS~ data report.ed in the special budget exhibits; idcrt- 
tifies studies planncci, in progress, or completed by the Department of 
Defense that addrr>ss ( WA consolidation issues; and evaluates rm efftxb- 

t ivencss in managing large automated systems development projects. 

International Affairs 

~- -. -~~ __ -._ -I- -~. .~-~~ 
International Finance: AN:. No. 136 134 (c;.u I ~4~~Lw-i081iK), Mar I. 
Market Access Concerns of 
U.S. Financial Institutions Officials from 1Y.S. financial institutions arc stil1 finding barriers to com- 

in Japan petition in the .Jq~ncsc financial markets and have been frustratcld by 
their lack of’ acct~ to the Tokyo Stock Exchange, by the small role that 
I r.S. firms maintain ilr thp Japanese government bond market,, by the 
difficulties in introduc*ing f’uturcs and options in .Japan, and by the com- 
petitivc advant,agcl that, .lapancsc banks have in loan pricing. l’hc .Japa- 
ncse have rcc:entl> t akcl11 steps to address some of t.hesu concerns by 
expanding the m~~rrrbt~rsl~ip of t.1~~~ Rkyo Str>cnk Exchange, increasing for- 
eign firms’ share of‘ 10.yf’ar govt:rnment bond issues, and introdrlcing 
higher capital reyuircrnc>nt,s for ?Japanese banks. The expansion of’ mem- 
bctrship in the ‘1’s~ iiI>ljc’ars to have addressed a major concern. However, 
other actions the Jap;u~s;c have taken have had little effect and some 
problems still remain. 

I- ~ -~ -_-...~ ~_-~ 

Foreign Investment: GAO/SS1.4L)-88-I I ! Ma I’. 7. 
Growing Japanese 
Presence in the II 25. Au to .Japdnese aut,omakcrs have invested more than $5 billion in 1r.S. based 

Industry assembly facilities. Seven .Japanese-affiliated auto manufacturers and 
more than 100 .Japanc~s~~-uffiliated auto parts suppliers arc operating 01 
constructing facilit icls in the I Initcd States, a situation which could 
result in job lossc~s t)c>c.;l~c+ch of displacements. .Japanese-affiliated 
automakers ;IW inll’orting higher percentages of auto parts than I:$. 



~.. ~~~-. -. ..- 
automakers. Their sourcing decisions appear to be strongly influenced 
by price, quality, and timely delivery. Some K.S. suppliers have suc- 
ceeded in selling to Japanese-affiliated automakers! meeting their rigor- 
ous expectations of suppliers. The future competitiveness of many I.J.S. 
parts suppliers may bc cbontingent on their willingness and ability to 
adapt to this expanded role. The number of .Japancse-affiliated parts 
suppliers competing for business in the I knit ed Statvs has rapidly 
incrcbascd sincac> t’arly 1084, and this trend is lihflly to continue. 

Agency: 
Plan lto Provide Legal 
Defenses to Participat ,ing 
U.S. Oil Companies 

‘I’ho International I:ncrgy Agency’s emergency oil sharing system is 
dtlsignetl to <tnirblc m~ml)cr nations to share oil srlpplics during an oil 
supply disrupt ion c~lual to or exceeding 7 pcrccnt or more of members’ 
oil supplies. 1Iowcvcr. participation could havt\ anticompetitive conse- 
yuctnccs and ~~ndt\r 1 ‘.s;. ant.itrust laws could result in suits against U.S. 
cornpanic To ~~I~SIII’C’ participation of major I,‘.S. oil companies, legisla- 
tion provides ;I statutory defense against any c,ivil or criminal suit 
brought rmdcr f’&~~l or state antitrust laws for some actions. This 
report describes efl‘t )rts to expand t.he antitrusi and breach of contract 
dcbfenses for oil c’ompany supply transactions (luring an oii emergency 
and to rcsolvcb t 1~ I~rr)blcrr~ of foreign bloc:kagr’ crf’ information critical to 
1 T.S. antitrust rcVi(‘Lv of oil transactions in\-01x ing f’cMgn affiliates of 
1 T .S;. cornpanit3 

Section 604, Omnibus 
Diplomatic Seewhy and kIcrcdc)rding t.o S(Y,~ icrlr riWi of that Omnibus Diplomatic Security and 

Ant iterrorism Act of 1986 i~nLitcr.r-ol,isn~ 1Ir.t of 1 Mii, certain agencies arc required to review and 
rc‘ptrr’t cm the> ;~~~cqr.~;~c:y of physical security standards for the shipment 
and storage o! arnc ~lnt s of plui-onirnm and enriched uranium outside the 
I ‘mted States ‘I’Iw reports were to be provided to the Congress within 6 
months of the act’s humming law. Four out, of five reports were submit- 
ted lat,e ~~CWISP oi’ tlmagrc~ements between t,he Department of Defense 
ancl the other repotting agencies. Also, the rcspt‘ctive reports repre- 
sented r:acsh a#ncy’s vic\vs and no agency was f’or~~d to make unaccept- 
able srlbstantlvc~ ch;tn#~ Lack of document.ation prevented GAO from 
dctcrrnining t 1~ n;rt LW and source of changes madt: to rtach agency’s 
draft report 
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U.S.-Japan Trade: 
Trade Data and Industry 
Views on MOSS 
Agreements 

Food Assistance: 
Practices of the European 
Community and Selected 
Member Nations 

GAO/NSIADWI~OFS, Feb. 23. 

U.S.-Japan Market-Oriented Sector-Selective talks were initiated to open 
Japanese markets, specifically by reducing or removing barriers to free 
trade, thereby increasing the potential for U.S. exports to Japan. The 
talks covered five industrial sectors: telecommunications, medical equip- 
ment/pharmaceuticals, electronics. forestry products, and transporta- 
tion machinery. This fact sheet summarizes U.S. exports to Japan 
negotiated in the MOSS initiatives for the 5-year period 1983-87. It 
attempts to place lJ.S.-Japan bilateral trade in context by comparing it 
with U.S. exports worldwide and to the European Community. And it 
presents bilateral auto parts trade data pertaining to the Transportation 
Machinery MOSS talks. 

Act. No, 135290 (GAWKC'ED-8%io2), Mar. 15. 

During the past lti years, the European Community has operated 10 
food assistance programs. Six of the programs currently underway cost 
the EC about $227 million annually and are intended to supplement each 
member’s national welfare program. The national welfare programs in 
France, Great Britain, Ireland, and West Germany focus primarily on the 
overall well-being of the needy rather than on their specific food needs. 
For this reason, thp countries have few national food assistance pro- 
grams. Instead, they provide cash benefits, redistributing income pri- 
marily through social assistance programs. The nations expect a portion 
of the cash benefits for social assistance recipients to be spent on food. 
They do not, however, set benefit levels by earmarking a specific 
amount or percentage of the benefits for food. 

Embassy Contracting: GAO/NSIAD-88-85, Feb. 16. 

State Department Efforts 
to Terminate Employee The Department of State has terminated most of the contracts between 

Association Contracts employee associations and embassies, and efforts are underway to ter- 
minate the remaining few. Since the contracts were terminated, associa- 
tions have been required to pay severance benefits for contract 
employees who lost their jobs. However, many employees transferred 
directly to U.S. embassy personal service contracts without a change in 
employment stat.us and were not due any severance payment. There- 
fore, there is no basis for the associations to keep the funds appropri- 
ated to cover such severance benefits. GAO believes that the 
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appropriated funds the associations received for this purpose should be 
returned to the Treasury. 

Science, Space, and 
Technology 

~I__ 

R&D Funding: GAO/RCED-fW39HR, Mar.4. 

Foreign Sporkorship of 
U.S. [Jniversity Research Research and development sponsored by foreign sources accounted for 

only 1 percent of all university F&D expenditures, and of all industry- 
sponsored university R&D expenditures, foreign sources accounted for 
only 5 percent. Although over 100 universities reported foreign funds, 5 
account for about half of those funds* These five universities-Texas 
.4&~, Harvard, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Oregon State, and 
Wisconsin-received funds in diverse areas and from an array of for- 
eign countries. Across all universities, foreign support is broadly distrib- 
uted across research fields and comes from diverse sources. GAO found 
that universities generally make few distinctions between U.S, and for- 
eign companies in accepting or administering R&D funds and that they 
reported few differences in the ways US, or foreign companies sponsor 
or use research. 

Space Operations: GAO/IMTEC-88-28, Mar. 8. 
Testing of NASA’s 
Technical and In June 1987, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration 

Management Information awarded a $333.7 million contract for the development of a technical 
- 
System 

and management information system intended to support the design, 
development, and operation of the planned space station. The hardware 
and software for the first increment should have been designed, tested, 
and made fully operational at all 10 NASA user installations by February 
1988. However, the TMIS project manager estimates NASA will have spent 
the initially allocated $36.2 million by the end of March 1988; NASA had 
received only partial and incomplete test reports which identified sys- 
tern problems that still need to be corrected; and all the capabilities of 
the first increment will not be fully tested and operational at all 10 NASA E 

user locations until June 1988. E 
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Technology Transfer: 
Constraints Perceived by 
Felderal Laboratory and 
Agency Officials 

Energy 

Energy Management: 
-- 

Actions to Improve 
Timeliness of FERC 
Responses to Investigativth 
Reports 

-~.__ 

Energy Regulation: 
Opportunities for 
Strengthening 
Hydropower Cumulative 
Imp,& Assessments 

Fedcntl laboratory and agency officials support legislation and execu- 
tive actions to improve the link between the federal laboratories’ tech- 
nology basrb and I1.S. bllsinesses. These laws authorize the laboratories 
to patent and ~xc*lusiv~ly license inventions and collaborate with busi- 
IWSWS on resean*h and development. However, four major constraints 
afftlc*t laborat,orq tc~c+rnology transfer efforts. These are (1) publicly dis- 
scminatcd fc:deral computer software which limits businesses’ incentive 
to fully de~~elop and market it; (2) limited proprietary research by fed- 
~a1 Iwborar ories rtbsulting in less inclination for businesses to enter into 
collaborative research efforts; (3) the requirement that Department of 
F;ncrgy laboratories must request a waiver of its title rights to inven- 
tions that they make; and (4) burdensome and t,ime-consuming proce- 
dures that inhibit industry participation. 

In invrst igaling allcgat.ions of improprieties involving high-level employ- 
c’os made at the F&YxI Energy Kegulatory Commission, GAO found that 
t.1~ Office OF tnspc~tor General followed up on each of the allegations 
raised; ho~vc~cr IWK’ c>ould have responded to the reports in a more 
t irncly rnann~‘r. Norrc of the responses were prepared within the 30 days 
rcbqurbstcd and r~l~nscs to three of the reports t,ook over 250 days and 
two others over 150 days. FER(’ lacks directives which cover its 
r~:sponscs to 016 investigative reports and assign responsibility for 
I1 1orn. 

c;.\c 1, IN’EI)-88-H’-‘, Mar 10. 

This rclport, focus~ on ( 1) the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s 
plans for using an alternative to the Cluster Impact Assessment Proce- 
tlurc~---the Hivcr i&in Environmental Impact Statement procedure-to 
xwss thcl curnulat ivc$ impact of hydroelectric projects and (2) deficien- 
~.ic>s c.*it (VI on how KI,:IH carries out cumulative impact. assessments and 
\ri.hct her the dcvclor~m~lnl of comprehensive river basin plans can help 
;~rldr~~ 11~~~ dcl’ic~rc~nc*ics. GAO found that before authorizing the use of 



. -___II  ~..- .__ -  

C:IAP in 1985, FEIK formally announced its plans for using the procedure. 
P’EIZC~ has since used t Ire I<iv(br I&sin IX procedure in lieu of CIAI’ and 
apparently plans to use it to carry out future assessments. However, 
FEW has yet to public:ly announce this plan and to request public corn- 
ment. Preparation of rxmprchensivc river basin plans can hrlp rcsolvc 
disagreements between FI:I?C: and other federal and state agenc*ics about 
the way in which FIXC (:arr1cs out cumulative impact asscssmcW s. 

~~~ ~-..--.- __ _ _ -___ - --.^~-_ 

Natural Resources and 
Environment 

Cost Growth on Remedial 
Construction Activities Excessive cost growt I-1 for Sap~rf~lnd-financed cleanups currcnt.ly 

underway could I.V~YIU~ t till f’unds available for future cleanups. Allcvi- 
sting the dangers c~f’ fl;~z;.~r(Ious lvaste through construction is t.ilc most. 
cxpcnsive port.ion 01. thtx Sllpcrf’lmd program. Overall cost groivth using 
t.his remedy ax~-agc~l tt her It I 2 ptlrcent for 30 construction activit,ies 
exceeding $1 million. Iitrutme c+onstruction averaged about 5 pcrcbent. 
cost growth, while nonr~ )utinc t,onstruct,ion averaged about 19 percent 
<+ost growth. The mort~ t~ncx~rtainties surrounding the tasks to bc> per-- 
formed during cwnslnlc~t ion. thrl #cater t,he potential for cost gro\vth. 
‘I’ht~ Environmenta t Prot <act,itrn Agency may need to analyze t hc rc’asons 
for such cost growt t 1 t 0 cttTt~rnlitx1 whcthcr any actions arc nccd(ld to 
control it. 

_I_. -..- _.-.. -- 

Supe rf und: GAO IC(‘Er)-HX-Io!wS~ h1~. :111. 
Overview of EPA’s 
Contract I ,aboratory - l-Jrogran t 

The Environmental I’ro t r3c.t ion Agc~~y’s Contract Laboratory Program 
provides for anal>-sis 01’ soil, water, and other substances taken from 
Supcrfund sites to &tt~rrnint~ xvhat toxic substances are present. and in 
what conctntl’ation. This l’ac*t sheet. provides information on the types of 
services the program l)rox,ides and how they are provided, how labora- 
tories are selected for the program. hog laboratory analytical results 
art reviewed, and how F:I’.I ~SS~SS~~S laboratory performance and thr 
t,ools that arc‘ avail;1 bl<L to f<lll\ t o deal with poor performanc*c. 

i 
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Groundwater Standards: 
States Need More 
Information From EPA 

Hazardous Waste: 
Groundwater Conditions 
at Many Land Disposal 
Facilities Remain 
Uncertain 

Parks and Recreation: 
Park Service Managers 
Report Shortfalls in 
Maintenance Funding 

Act. No. 135289 (GAO/PEMD-88-6), Mar. 16. 

Presently, there is no federal program for establishing standards for 
groundwater contaminants; many states have developed their own stan- 
dards. But while these states have taken the initiative, they report that 
the information about contaminants that was accessible to them for the 
standard-setting process was often less than they needed. In addition, 
some states report much duplicative effort in developing their stan- 
dards. Other states have been deterred from implementing standards 
programs by the lack of information. This report develops four evalua- 
tion questions: (1) What types of information do the states need to set 
groundwater standards? (2) To what extent is the information needed 
currently available in Environmental Protection Agency documents? (3) 
Since the states readily adopt drinking water standards as groundwater 
standards, what drinking water standards have been set and what stan- 
dards are planned? (4) Is there a need for more information on ground- 
water contaminants and, if so, how can the need be satisfied‘? 

GAO;RGED-88-29, Feb. 18. 

Groundwater monitoring data being submitted to the Environmental 
Protection Agency and state regulatory officials has varied considerably 
in terms of completeness and quality and generally has been less than 
adequate for regulatory decisionmaking. EPA has not established a sys- 
tem of internal controls to ensure that owner/operater-provided data is 
of known and acceptable quality and is adequate for the decisions at 
hand. Because of the delays in obtaining better information, permits 
have been finalized on only about 34 percent of the 324 operating land 
disposal facilities nationwide. In the meantime, groundwater conditions 
at many Iand disposal facilities remain uncertain, and there is little 
assurance they are being operated in an environmentally safe manner. 

Act. No. 135349 (GAO/RCED-8S91BR), Mar. 21. 

The National Park Service has developed conflicting information as to 
the level of funding needed to maintain park assets. Managers in 267 
parks that GAO surveyed reported shortfalls totaling $1.9 billion in FY 
1985 and a similar deficiency in what was needed and what was funded. 
These shortfalls have resulted in inadequate maintenance staff levels 
and park deterioration. KPS has begun deveIoping the Maintenance 
Management System t.o provide a systematic, servicewide approach for 
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planning, organizing, directing, and reviewing its maintenance activities. 
However, it is too early to tell how much the system will improve the 
parks’ ability to address the needs. 

Air Pollution: GAWKCED-W-57, .Jan. 22. 

EPA’s Efforts to Develop a 
New Model for Regulating 
Utility Emissions 

After 4 years of development and expenditures of $3 million, under a 
cooperative agreement with the Universities Research Group on Energy, 
the Environm<lntal Protection Agency received an Advanced I Jtility Sim- 
ulation Model for testing air quality that could not be used as an analyti- 
cal tool because of major technical problems in several key components. 
WA subsequently awarded a contract to Science Applications Interna- 
tional Corporation to complete and test the AUSM. WA estimates that 
development of the! .-11:s~ will be completed by the end of FE’ 1989 and 
that its total costs will be about $5.2 million. 

Water Resources: 
Evaluation of Erosion 
Problems on Upper 
Missouri River 

The Corps of Engineers built and operates six dams and lakes on the 
upper Missouri River in Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota, and 
Nebraska for the purposes of flood control, hydropower, irrigation, and 
navigation. The Corps did not evaluate streambank erosion problems 
when the dams were planned because it was not required to study, 
before construction. such problems that the projects might create. Corps 
studies show rhat bank erosion between Garrison Dam and Lake Oahe is 
Iess now than before the dam was built but since construction of the 
dam there now is a continuous net loss of lands. Among other 
streambank erosion problems, GAO noted that the river banks will con- 
tinue to erode, but at, a lesser rate than in the past, between Garrison 
Dam and Lake Oahrl. The Corps has authority to provide erosion protec- 
tion structures but t.hese have to be economically justified and environ- 
mentally acceptabk. 

Surface Mining: GAO!RCED-88-68, Feb. :3. 

Interior and State 
Management of Regulatory The Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement has estab- 

Grants lished a review process for ensuring that state regulatory grant requests 
are appropriate and although the states are generally conducting 
required audits of their program activities, some are not being com- 
pleted in a timely manner. Completed state grant audit reports have 
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demonstrated numerous deficiencies in the states’ internal control sys- 
tems. Furt.her, in ~evoral states independent auditors have questioned or 
disallowed the costs charged by the states against the grants. For those 
deficiencies and c,osts \-\-ithin the Department of the Interior’s jurisdio- 
tion, the agt’ncy has resolved or is in the process of resolving all of them. 

Agriculture 

__. -..~ ~~- ,.._ 

Agricultural Marketing: Act. No. 1353RS ((,;\o t<(‘~;~)~tiH-~s~(~~), Mar. 25. 

Farmers’ Marketing 
Practices and Programs to This report spc~lf‘icall~~ discl1sse.s (1) farmers’ use of three advanced 

Teach Alternative marketing tclchniyucls -+%h forward contracting, hedging in the futures 

Practices 
market, and trading in agricultural options--as disclosed in nine studies 
of’ farmers’ rnark~~l ing l)~‘;~cti~~tLs made from 1976 through 1986. It also 
dis~~sc~s cdllrational ~~~gt~tms in advanced marketing techniques pro- 
iVidr:d by land-grarll crl\i\ crsit.ics, commodity exchanges, and producer 
organizations prinlat’ily tltlring the 12 months ended April 1987. The 
report shows that I,rotiuc:t>rs can use advanctld marketing techniques to 
ensure a ccrt ain l)ric,c% f’or their commodities at a future date but, risks 
arc involved and t hill ad\T:tn(:ed marketing tcchniqucs may not be appro- 
priate for all prod~~c VI’S or for all commodities in all p&s of the country. 

__ I~._-~._.--- -- _._ ~~ . ..-_-- --_ 

Milk Marketing Orders: Act-. No. 135347 ((;.\I) I:~~I.Iw-:~). Mar, 21. 

Options for Change 
lZililk marketing ~HY~(w. applying only to grade A milk! set forth market- 
ing practices, tc~ms and c,onditions of sale, minimum prices that must be 
paid by handlers, ant1 distribution of returns among producers. GAO 
trclicvcs that the order system should be changed because its provisions 
have contributctl to OSLY:SS production and treat some producers unfa- 
\,ot.ably coml)arc>tl $1 illI of hers. The premises for milk pricing under fed- 
coal orders are ou1 tlat c>ri 1 ncbed no longer exists to encourage and 
maintain a loc,ally 1 ~IXH~II(YY~ supply of milk. Milk is produced in all 
rt!gions of’ thtl CYNIU Y,Y ikrl(I tWlnologies are available to transfer it, 
tit her as fluid or in a 1’1 )rn t t (1 be later reconstit ut.ed as fluid, should local 
shortages develop ‘l’ij~r sl rategies (‘an change the milk marketing order 
system-adopting Imrduct ion controls or lessening government influ- 
enc.e on milk prices. (,,I( ) pf~~f’~.s the latter. 
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Animal Welfare Program: GAO/KCED-WlUU, Mar. 21. 

Federal Regulation 
Relating to the 
Transportation of Dogs 

The Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service regulations include transportation of standards and minimum 
age and health certification requirements for dogs in transit. It inspects 
registered carriers’ and intermediate handlers’ vehicles and records for 
compliance with these regulations. APHIS is tentatively planning to pur- 
sue the extent of its authority to require dealers transporting dogs in 
t,heir own vehicles to comply with the minimum age and health certifica- 
tion requirements. It believes that industry self-regulation probably 
offers the greatest potential for improving the transportation of dogs. 

-~-- __--..- - 

Internal Controls: GAO/AFMD-88-lfj, Mar. 18. 

Food and Nutrition Service 
Lacks Effective Controls G.W identified several serious, fundamental internal and accounting con- 

trol weaknesses in the Department of Agriculture’s Food and Nutrition 
Service covering a wide range of its accounting operations. Those weak- 
nesses adversely affect the Service’s ability to (1) manage its funds and 
assets, (2) ensure that. payments are proper and correct, and (3) render 
a proper accounting in its external reports. Further, the weaknesses 
were not disclosed nor were corrective actions indicated. It will take a 
strong caommit.ment by Agriculture to install a disciplined internal con- 
t,rol and accounting system. 

Corntnerce and 
Housing Credit 

Financial Markets: Act. No. 135242 (GAO~GG~)-~~-,~~FS), Feb. 29. 
Issuers, Purchasers, and 
Purposes of High Yield, 
Non-Investment Grade -- _ 
Hands 

ISetween 1982 and 1987, 920 publicly traded, non-convertible, corporate 
high yield bond issues were offered and rated as non-investment grade 
or which had characteristics similar to rated non-investment grade 
bonds, but wthre not rated. The face value of these bonds was $108.2 
billion. In addition, 586 convertible high yield, non-investment grade 
bond issues were offered in 1982 through 1987, with a face value of 
$28. i billion. As the high-yield bond market grew, the overall credit 
quality of new issutls dtkctlincd. This report responds to congressional 
(‘oncern about ( 1) t IW extent to which high yield, non-investment grade 



bonds. known as ,junk bonds, may be fostering corporate takeovers and 
( 2) the risks to t’c~~cr;~il insurance funds represented by federally insured 
institiitions whictl invt)st in high yield bonds. 
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Home Ownership: GAO/RCED-88-11 1, Mar. 28. 

%Ylortgage Bonds Are 
Costly and Provide Little 
Assistance to Those in 
NHYl 

Over $50 billion in tax-exempt qualified mortgage bonds were issued by 
state and local housing agencies between 1982 and 1986, allowing sev- 
era1 hundred thousand first-time home buyers to receive below-market 
interest rates on their mortgages. Authority for this use of tax-exempt 
financing is due to expire in December 1988. Supporters argue that 
bond-assisted mortgages help those who could not otherwise afford to 
purchase. Opponents contend that bond-assisted buyers could have pur- 
chased homes without the assistance and that the financing mechanism 
is inefficient. Qualified mortgage bonds, according to GAO, are ineffi- 
cient. It costs the government about $150 million in lost revenue for 
every $1 billion in bonds issued over their life. However, home buyers 
receive only 12 cents to 45 cents in benefits for every dollar in tax reve- 
nue foregone. Given the above, GAO questions whether the authority to 
issue these bonds should be extended. 

_- ~__-__ --.. 

Post a,1 Service: ACT. No. 135174 (GAO;GGL)-8%44), Mar. 3. 

Labor-Management 
Relat ions and Customer Both employees and customers of the Simi Valley Post Office in Califor- 

&r-\-ices at the Simi Valley, nia have expressed dissatisfaction with management complaining spe- 

Ca1il.e )rnia, Post Office 
cifically of excessive stress on the ,job with resulting inability to work 
productively and to deliver good service. These problems have existed 
at, the facility since before November 1986. Employee grievances were 
often not promptly or directly resolved and required formal labor-man- 
agement meetings, designed to improve interaction and communication, 
were not being held. A change in Simi Valley Post Office management 
has shown a marked improvement in labor-management relationships 
and the quality of services provided the public. GAO believes these 
improvements result from actions taken by Simi Valley’s acting 
Postmaster. 

-.- 

Denver Post Of f’ice: 
Estimate of Fair Market, 
Vail l(t 

.- --.. 
(;~).;(;c;n-~r,l, Mar. 1 1 

The main post office in Denver, Colorado, will be transferred from the 
I-nitcd States Postal Service to the General Services Administration for 
USA as a courthouse, with some space to be leased by USPS. GSA estimated 
the fair market value of the property to be $9.7 million, while I:SP!+ esti- 
mated it to be $26.5 million. GAO estimates that the fair market value of 
the land and improvements associated with the main post office in Den- 
ver is $11,30(1,000 and concluded that the highest and best use for 
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which the property is clearly adapted, and which is reasonably likely in 
the near future, is primarily as a courthouse with related office space. 

Telecommunications: GAO/KCED-88-83, Mar. 4. 

Management and 
Operation of FCC’s Public Federal Communications Commission reference rooms are difficult to 

Reference Rooms use and its guides a.nd manuals do not provide specific, up-to-date infor- 
mation to assist users. KC relies primariiy on an honor system and oper- 
ates the reference rooms with limited safeguards for documents. Since 
most of the documents available for public inspection are originals, safe- 
guarding the records is especially critical. Its document-handling proce- 
dures contribute t.o the problems of missing or “unable to locate” 
documents and its inability to deal with periodic, large inflows of docu- 
ments creates backlogs of unrecorded matter. r;no makes several recom- 
mendations to improve use of the reference rooms. 

Transportation 

Aviation Safety: 
Measuring How Safely 
Individual Airlines 
Operate 

---.-- 

Aviation Services: 
Automation and 
Consolidation of Flight 
Service Stations 

-- 
Act. Ko. 135348 ((;1jo:KC:EL)-88-61 j, Mar. 18. 

GAO did not find any performance indicators that are currently usable to 
compare objclctively the safety levels of individual airlines. Experts 
believe that pilot competence, maintenance quality, financial stability, 
and management attitude are areas important to the safety of an air- 
line’s operation. Three potential sources of information for comparable 
and objectivr> measurement in these areas arc Federal Aviation Adminis- 
tration inspection results, WA data bases on unsafe incidents, and a 
Department of Transportation data base on airline financial conditions. 
Ijut data limit,ations currently restrict the usefulness of all three sources 
in measuring individual airline safety. 

llnder the flight service station modernization program, the Federal 
Aviation Administration is (1 j consolidating the 317 local FSSS into 61 
Iocations and (2) automating the 61 by replacing the leased systems 
used by the NSS with a new automated system. C;AO believes that as a 
result, employee productivity will increase and maintenance, rent, and 
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utility costs will be reduced. The most pressing problem at the moment, 
however, is staffing. Specialists have not been matched by a comparable 
gain in productivity because of consolidation and automation delays. 
IIow many staff FAA actually needs will not be known until FAA has 
developed performance and staffing standards. 

Hi&way Safety : 
Monitoring Practices to 
Show Compliance With 
Speed Limits Should Be 
Reexamined 

States are in compliance with the law if at least 50 percent of motorists 
on public highways posted at 55 mph are recorded as traveling at or 
below that speed limit after adjusting the data for speedometer and 
sampling errors. ~40 reviewed the speed monitoring programs of Ari- 
zona, Idaho, Maine. IMaryland, fiew York! and Vermont and found that 
the six states were generally in compliance with applicable regulations. 
However, several monitoring sites were inappropriately located. GAO 

also found that the st,ates differ in the amount of effort spent in enforc- 
ing the 55 mph speed limit. More important, though, GAO found that the 
speed monitoring aspect of the program does not correspond well with 
the primary objective of’ the 55 mph speed limit which is to improve 
highway safety. 

Federal Motor Vellicles: AMY:. No. 135173 (t~\o (;(xHwH)), Mar. 2. 

Agencies’ Progress in 
Meet,ing Expenditure 
Cent rol Reyui rements 

The Consolidated Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1985 contains 
provisions to improve the management of federal motor vehicles, to con- 
trol vehicle costs, and reduce federal agency budget outlays for motor 
vehicles. All ‘20 agencies affected by the act have made some progress 
toward meeting its requirements; however, some significant require- 
ments have not yet been implemented. The General Services Administra- 
tion, which has various responsibilities under the act, is in the process of 
updating the guidance agencies need to develop data collection. The law 
does not spcrify a method for compiling cost data or conducting the cost 
comparison studies. Although a few of the executive agencies have 
started their cost comparison studies, most have not. GSA is also acting to 
improve the efficirxncy of’ the motor vehicle disposal process. 
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Housing and 
Community 
Development 

Disaster Assistance: GACyRCED-88-5, Feb. 4. 

Response to West 
Virginia’s November 1 ,985 In November 1985, record flooding in West Virginia killed 47 people; 

Flood Shows Need for 
damaged or destroyed about 9,000 homes; extensively damaged forest, 

Improvements 
farm, and park lands; and destroyed businesses and public facilities. 
Many of the state’s counties’ disaster plans did not meet the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency’s emergency preparedness criteria. 
Warning systems did not always advise residents of impending emcrgtn- 
ties in time to allow them to take adequate safety precautions. Federal 
agencies took an average of about 6 weeks to complete the application 
process for the initial public assistance applications; much of the time 
was spent in processing approvals and some approved amounts were 
understated. In addition, FEMA spent funds on mobile home facilities 
that were never used. 

Social Services 

Welfare Reform: GACVIIRD-88-61~3, Mar. 11. 

Bibliographies of Case 
Management and Agency/ This fact sheet consisting of bibliographies identifies 109 literature tit a- 

Client Contracting tions for case management as applied in the social services field and 9 
citations for agency/client contracting as applied to the delivery and 
receipt of such services. It contains abstracts for most citations and a 
subject index for the bibliographies referenced to the citations. 

Welfare: GAO/HAD-88-59, Feb. 3. 

Expert Panels’ Insights on 
Major Reform Proposals Two panels of experts-the National Academy of Public Administration 

and the Federation for Community Planning in Cleveland-presented 
their insights on four welfare reform issues: (1) case management, (2) 
contracts between welfare recipients and agencies, (3) coordination of 
services, and (4) target populations. Both panels supported the case 
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rxtnagemcnt c*onct\l)t ;rltci t hc i-cxlatcd use of a single case manager. 
Neither panel supportc~l.1 binding agrecment.s bet.ween agency and recipi- 
cwt ( and related sancat ic rns I3oth aiso saw a netId for better coordination 
and integr-atArn of avail;tble schrvices. They supported greater targeting 
of scbrvic*cls to spcarific, 1 ~cq!ttlations and Lailtrring certain benefits and ser- 
\.ic*cbs for suckle ,SJXRIIK ‘I‘!lis rrl)ot’t summarizes the views of both panels 
art tlatrh of’ thta fot~t‘ issttrbs and tlisc~scs ot.hcr fundamental aspects of 
wt~lfare tx~fotxt. 

Food Stamp Program: (;:I( ) ‘K(‘l:I C-WTrlrK, F’d) 1 1 

Participation by AFTK 
Households C,AI) formd thilt 83.4 pt’rrdc:nt of’ all Aid to Families with Dependent Chil- 

tirc~n ho~~~hoids in t hrb 1 ‘tritod States participated in the Food Stamp 
l’rogram in F’r’ 1 CM; l’at-t i(‘ip;tti(ltI rates for individual states ranged 
f’rcm 93.3 p<9xxhnt i Mic~lti$mi (0 58.9 percent (Virginia). Participation 
t.at tbs for the Food SI ;tmp I’rogram are in part tied to household composi- 
t iota. Almost ;111 hc~1sr~11cllrls c*otnposcd solely of AFrx recipients meet pro- 
gt.;ttn c>ligibilit y t’(‘il~~irc~t~lc,nts. IIoust:holds t,hat, contain AFLK recipients 
iIS \vt>ll ;ts pPt’son5 tiot !*r>c4ving AI;I)(” benefits may not be eligible for 
food stamp hihncfit5 ()ri ;t <t;rtc-by-state basis. participation rates were 
sinlil;~rly rr~litit~l to 1101~s~~~~01~1 r~trm~~osition. 

I_~ 

Fair Labor Standards Act : r,.‘rcr.lrl~[t-~;H..lS~~~. [“I’!) 2:; 
Selected Administ rat iw 
Issues ‘I’hc FG,- Labot- St;rnclat& A(+t establishes minimum wage, overtime pay, 

cmploycr rc~r,rcik~~I~I‘litl~. ;~nd (ahiltl labor r-cyuirements affecting more 
t 1~x1 73 million pt.i~.;~tc, a~td plrblic* sttctor employees. The Wage and Hour 
I Division. wit 1 tin thcl I )(I] )artmt~nt ()f Labor, is tasked with enforcing l%SA 

t hrough its (~ompli:rtl~x~ I~t’fic(~rs, This f;tc+t. sheet. reviews (1) the amount 
itIlt t,vpc of 1 rairti!ag ,$~.PII i:r) Wagrl and IIour cvjmpliance officers and the 
l~olic~?; for rc’\ icwing 1 t:~~it. ~)crforrnanc*t~ after I raining, (2) Wage and 
Jlo~tr’s fltll-t i tno (~.ll Iiv;tlotlt s~ilff’-~~~ar ceiling ;md staffing levels for FY 
! 5181~X7. and i:3) t 1~1 x~lo!tttt of back wage tnrmcy deposited into the U.S. 
'l‘twwy by Lviigi~ ;rt1rl t Ir1t1r. 
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Health 
-__I - 

Medicare: GAO/HliD-88-79, Mar. 25. 

Potential Effects of 
Shifting the Home Health Shifting home health care payments from Medicare’s Hospital Insurance 

Benefit From Part A to Program (part A 1 to its Supplementary Medical Insurance Program (part 

Part B 
B) should not directly affect coverage of services under the home health 
benefit, the amount of Medicare expenditures for these services, or the 
way in which the benefit is administered. Et would, however, change the 
financing source for the benefit from Social Security payroll taxes, 
which fund part A, to beneficiary premiums and general revenues, 
which fund part 1% 

Medical ADP Systems: 
Composite Health Care 
System Acquisition-Fair, 
Reasonable, Supported 

VA/DOD Health Care: 
Further Opportunities to 
Increase the Sharing of 
Medical Resources 

Ace. No. 135243 ( C;AO~IM’I‘EC’-8sx), Mar. 4. 

The Department of Defense’s Composite Health Care System is a state- 
of-the-art medical information system being acquired for use in military 
hospitals, medical centers, and clinics worldwide. Defense chose only 
one of three competing vendors for the operational test and evaluation 
phase believing that any benefit from retaining two vendors is minimal 
and would not justify t hc additional cost. GAO believes Defense’s selec- 
t.ion process and decision was fair, reasonable, and supported. 

Ace. No. 135160 (c;x(~,IINI)-~~-,~,~), Mar. 1. 

The Veterans Administration and Department of Defense Health 
Resources Sharing and Emergency Operations Act8 was enacted to 
promote greater sharing of health care resources between the two agen- 
cies. As a result of 240 agreements between VA and DOD, federal health 
care costs have been and are expected to continue to be reduced and 
local federal hospital officials cited better patient access to care. How- 
ever, obstacles still impede optimum sharing of medical resources. 
Among these are thlb lack of understanding among local VA and DID hos- 
pital officials that reimbursement rates can be set at less than total costs 
to encourage medical resource sharing and t,hc provision that restricts 
treatment of 1.0) dependents in Xh facilities. 
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Tinnitus: 
Federal Agencies’ 
Research and Treatment 
Activities 

GAO/HRD-~~-MIS, Mar.3. 

This fact sheet, focuses on three agencies’ research and treatment of tin- 
nitus, a ringing in the ears-the National Institutes of Health, the 
Department of Education, and the Veterans Administration. Tinnitus is 
not considered a high priority relative to other hearing disorders and 
diseases within the XIII but since FY 1981 it has funded six grants. No 
new grants were funded in FY 1987. Since FY 1981, VA has funded eight 
projects for the research and is the only federal agency to maintain data 
on the number treated for t.he disease. DOE funded a 5-year grant to the 
Oregon IIealth Sciences University with much of the planned study 
being devoted to tinnitus. 

Income Security 

Social Security: 
The Notch Issue 

GAO/IIRD-WCZ, Mar. 24. 

Social security retirees born just before 1917 generally receive higher 
benefits than those born in 1917 and after-a disparity commonly 
referred to as the notch. The higher compensation occurred because of 
the way increased inflation affected the benefit formula. Continued use 
of this formula would have jeopardized the solvency of the Social Secur- 
ity Trust Funds and required large future increases in payroll taxes to 
pay the for growing benefits. In 1977, Congress amended the formula 
but in the process, many retirees born in 19 17 and thereafter received 
smaller benefit amounts than those born just before them. Legislative 
proposals to lessen the benefit disparities could jeopardize the financial 
condition of the Social Security Trust Fund and its ability to finance thr 
coming retiremerns of t.he “Baby Hoom” generation. Other options would 
require reducing thr growth of benefits to those already retired. This 
report offers guidelines for any further congressional considerations. 

District’s Workforce: 
._........._. ~- 

(;~o/cxx1-88-6(~. Mar. 311. 

Annual Report Required 
by the District of Columbia The District of Cohimbia Retirement Reform Act provides for annual 

Retirement Reform Act federal payments to t,htt IK Police Officers and Fire Fighters’ Retirement 
Fund. The payments, however, are to be reduced when the disability 
retirement rate exc*t:eds an established limit, An enrolled actuary deter- 
mined the disability rctintment rate to be 0.752 percent. Since this rate 
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is less than eight-tenths of 1 percentage point, no reduction is required 
in the FY 1989 payment to the fund. 

Veterans Affairs 

Veterans’ Pensions: 
Verifying Income With 
Tax Data Can Identify 
Significant Payment 
Problems 

GAO/HRD-m-24, Mar. 16. 

Nearly $1 billion more in beneficiaries income was recorded in tax data 
files for 1984 than was reported to the Veterans Administration that 
year. By not including this income in its pension calculations, VA made 
potential overpayments of $182.5 million to nearly 149,000 benefi- 
ciaries. VA could not have identified most of these potential overpay- 
ments because it lacks access to tax data. Allowing VA access to third- 
party-reported tax data is the most efficient, economical, and minimally 
intrusive way to obtain reliable, independently reported information to 
verify income data beneficiaries report to VA. Use of the tax data would 
(1) increase VA pension program efficiency and effectiveness, (2) poten- 
tially save millions, and (3) likely increase beneficiary compliance with 
VA’s income-reporting requirements. 

VA Health Care: 
Delays in Awarding Major 
Construction Contracts 

Act. No. 135396 (GAO~IIRD-m-74), Mar. 11, 

Legislation gives the Veterans Administration funding for 13 major con- 
struction projects, costing $2 million or more for each, and requires that 
(1) contracts for working drawings be awarded by September 1987 and 
(2) construction be awarded by September 1988. The act also requires VA 

to report to the Congress the projects that did not meet the September 
1987 time limit. Projects missing the September 1988 time limit are to be 
reported in FY 1989. VA'S report failed to include all major construction 
projects for which contracts were delayed. Omitting projects because 
they either were included in budget requests or had contracts awarded 
for a minor portion of the amount appropriated circumvents the pur- 
pose of the statutory requirement. 
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Administration of 
Justice 

-- 

Immigration Control: Ace. No. 135304 (GAO~HHD-S&4), Mar. 16. 

A New Role for the Social 
Security Card The Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986 requires the nation’s 7 

million employers to examine certain documentation of all prospective 
employees to verify their identity and eligibility to work in this country. 
The social security card is expected to be used to prove employment eli- 
gibility. But the social security number application process is vulnerable 
to fraud and support documents can be obtained fraudulently or are eas- 
ily altered. The same problems apply to employer verification of 
employment eligibility under IRCA, but more so; employers are largely 
untrained in document verification. The social security card can be 
counterfeited more easily now with high quality color copiers. Cards 
issued in the future should be modified to make copies easier to detect. 

Illegal Aliens: 
Influence of Illegal 
Workers on Wages a nd 
Workhg Conditions of - ---- . 
tegal Workers 

Act. No. ~~~Z~~(GAO;PEMD-S~-~~BR), Mar. 10. 

This report examines whether (1) illegal alien workers depress wages 
and worsen working conditions for native and legal workers and (2) the 
presence of illegal alien workers in an industry is associated with a 
declining business environment. The answer to the first question is a 
qualified “yes.” Support for this finding was found with illegal alien 
workers in competition for the same jobs with legal or native workers 
and where empIoyers began to hire a higher percentage of illegal work- 
ers. The answer to the second question is a qualified “no.” Evidence 
from case studies revealed that illegal aliens were found in expanding 
and in stable industries as well as in declining or contracting industries. 
The stable industries included food processing, building maintenance, 
restaurants, and agriculture. The declining industries were auto parts, 
garments, and shoes. 

INS Delivery Bonds: GAO/GGD-88-36, Mar. 7. 

Stronger Internal Controls 
Needed Delivery bonds, the contracts between the Immigration and Naturaliza- 

tion Service and aliens or persons acting on their behalf, are used to 
ensure aliens’ appearances at deportation hearings. INS procedures for 
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setting bond amounts have resulted in immigration judges reducing the 
amounts on appeal by aliens. Lowered bond amounts reduce the aliens’ 
appearance rates. INS has not been providing timely notices to obligors of 
aliens’ scheduled hearings. As a result, the obligors are not financially 
liable should the aliens not appear when they are supposed to and INS 

cannot collect the bond value. IKS does not bill promptly when surety 
bonds are breached and therefore delays in collection of money owed 
the government occur. INS has recognized problems associated with its 
bond system and is considering changing to a cash-only system. 

Drug Control: 
U.S. International 
Narcotics Control 
Activities 

Act. No. 136305 (GAO:hHAL)-88-1 l4), Mar. 1. 

Despite increased 1’2% assistance to cooperating countries’ crop control 
and law enforcement efforts and increased eradication, narcotics pro- 
duction remains at. high levels and supplies available to the United 
States remain plentiful. GAO reviewed six drug producing countries- 
Bolivia, Colombia, Mexico, Burma, Pakistan, and Thailand-and found 
that the cffW,iveness of bilateral efforts to curtail drug cultivation and 
production was constrained by economic, political, or cultural conditions 
well beyond the control of program managers. However, GAO believes 
that some IJ.S.-assisted crop control and eradication programs in cooper- 
ating countries could be improved by establishing plans containing clear 
goals as well as systematic methods to evaluate performance and by 
introducing better estimating methods and aerial survey techniques. 

--- - --.--- ---..“.. 

National Drug Policy GAO/GGD-~~-~~, Feb. 12, 

Board: 
Leadership Evolving, The National Drug Policy Board brings together drug law enforcement 

Greater Role in Developing officials at several levels-cabinet members, agency heads, and pro- 

Budgets Possible 
gram managers-enabling them to discuss, plan, and coordinate opera- 
tions and programs and provides a forum to discuss and resolve 
interagency disputes. It has issued two policy directives and made policy 
decisions t,o facilitate special drug enforcement operations. It has been 
hindered in developing budgetary priorities because of the lack of infor- 
mation on resource’s devoted to drug control programs and the results of 
these programs. A consolidated drug control budget has been developed 
and implementat ion plans for each component including measurable 
objectives have been prepared. 
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Reports Issued in March 19X8 

FBI Voice Privacy: 
Cost, Status, and Future 
Direction 

.~ -_-- 

DC Government: 
Alternate Sites for 
Federally Funded DC 
Correctional Facility 

.___ ----- 

Seized Conveyances: 
Justice and Customs 
Correction of Previous 
Conveyance Management 
Problems 

GAO~IMTEC-H~-~S. Mar. 8. 

A previous GAO report on the cost and status of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation’s voice privacy program found the program had expe- 
rienced substantial increases in estimated and actual costs and was sig- 
nificantly behind its original completion schedule. GAO raised questions 
for the Congress to consider in deciding whether to further authorize the 
usI-led, integrated voice privacy system intended to meet the combined 
radio communications needs of the FHI, Drug Enforcement Administra- 
tion, and the I1.S. Marshals Service. This supplemental report summa- 
rizes GAO'S evaluation of the FW’s response. 

The Federal Hnreau of Prisons reviewed four sites in the District of 
Columbia for a proposed federally funded Correctional Treatment Facil- 
ity. A site on the D.C. General Hospital grounds was originally chosen 
but continued neighborhood opposition led to consideration of alternate 
sites- Brickyard, South Capital Street, Anacostia Park/Fort Lincoln, 
and Fort Lincoln. The District estimates that if an alternate site is 
selected, cost increases ranging from $5.2 million to $10.2 million over 
current contract costs can be expected, depending on the site selected. 

Customs has made more progress in correcting its information deficien- 
cies and physically consolidating its fragmented seized conveyance cns- 
todial functions than has the Marshals Service. This is because the 
Marshals Service performed little advance planning, handled a more 
complex inventory of properties, faced more difficult internal coordina- 
tion problems, and had to coordinate with three separate seizing agen- 
cies within Justice. Hoth agencies together made over 66,000 seizures 
with an appraised value of about $892 million in FY 1986. Convey- 
ances-vehicles, vessels, and aircraft-represented about 42 percent of 
all seizures that year and about 23 percent ($200 million) of the total 
value. Customs seized about 10,000 conveyances valued at about $106 
million and Justice sciztxd about. 17,000 valued at about $94 million. 



Reports Issued in March 1988 

Ethics Enforcement: 
Results of Conflict of 
Interest Investigations 

GAO/GGD-88-34, Feb. 19. 

Agencies must refer ethical misconduct of federal employees to the 
Department of Justice for prosecutive determination when their Offices 
of Inspectors General find that violations of criminal statutes may have 
occurred. GAO reviewed 10 agency OIGs and found that they referred 
124 allegations t,o Justice for prosecutive determination. Of these, 112 
were found by the OIGs to involve a possible criminal violation of the 
conflict of interest laws. Justice prosecuted 2 of the 124 allegations, 
declined to prosecute 107 of the referrals and had not decided whether 
to prosecute 13. Agencies took administrative action on 22 allegations, 
including 16 of the 112 that were found to involve a possible criminal 
violation and were referred to the Department of Justice. 

General Government 

Status of Open Act. No, 135229 (GAO/OP-88-l), Feb. 26. 
Recommendations: 
Improving Operations of This annual report summarizes the findings and 1,298 open recommen- 

Federal Departments and dations resulting from GAO'S audits and other review work in the federal 

Agencies 
departments and agencies on which satisfactory legislative or adminis- 
trative actions have not yet been completed. The report summaries are 
arranged by the budget function categories by which federal funds are 
appropriated and identified in the President’s budget. 

Financial Management: 
Examples of Weaknesses 

GAO~AFMD-88-:EBK, E’eb. 25. 

Weaknesses in the federal financial management system continue to be 
disclosed by GAO audits, agency inspectors general initiatives, and 
agency self-evaluations conducted under the Federal Managers’ Finan- 
cial Integrity Act. Some examples of the problems are lack of centralized 
and agency financial management leadership and long-range planning, 
inadequate financial management systems, weaknesses in internal con- 
trol, lack of periodic preparation and audit of agency-level financial 
statements, inadequate funds control, and inconsistent accounting prac- 
tices. These examples, with their supporting documents, are compiled 
from previous GAO reports and testimonies and included in this report. 
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Tax Administration: 
IRS’ Tax Gap Studies 

Tax Policy: 
Information on Interest 
Deducted for Financing 
Mergers Is Not Available 

ReportsIssuedinMarch1988 

GAO/GGD-8846RK, Mar. 25. 

The tax gap is the difference between the amount of income taxes volun- 
tarily paid by individuals and businesses and the amount of income 
taxes that are owed. This report provides a series of charts and accom- 
panying narrative to describe IRS' 1979, 1983, and 1988 studies in which 
it estimated the size of the tax gap; changes in the methodology and 
assumptions that 1% used in the 1988 tax gap study; components of the 
tax gap and dollar estimates for each component in the 1988 tax gap 
study; and trends in the size of the tax gap. 

-.- 
GACVGGD-B~-SR, Mar. 29. 

GAO was asked to identify the amount of interest deducted on 1981 
through 1986 tax returns by corporations that borrowed funds to 
finance mergers which required Federal Trade Commission notification 
under the Clayton Act. This requires that the FTC be notified and make 
an antitrust review when firms meeting specific size criteria plan to 
merge. GAO found that this information was not readily available. The 
Internal Revenue Service, FTC, and the Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission have no current need to assemble this data on a systematic 
basis 

Tax Policy: 
Federal Estate Tax on 
Historic Properties 

GAWGGD-8%BG, Mar. 31. 

Historic preservationists believe the current federal estate tax provi- 
sions have an adverse effect on historic properties. They argue that fed- 
eral estate tax obligations are forcing the breakup and sale of historic 
properties for uses that remove them from the National Register of His- 
toric Places. GAO could not identify any historic properties lost to preser- 
vation since 1976 because of the federal estate tax. However, it would 
be misleading to conclude that federal estate taxes never caused the loss 
of historic properties because agencies are not required to keep records 
that document why historic properties were sold. Estate tax laws have 
undergone certain changes that have provided indirect benefits to his- 
toric preservation. A proposal to reduce the estate tax burden addresses 
two concerns-high valuation and the short time frame before the tax is 
due. But the proposal does not contain a provision to recapture tax ben- 
efits if the properties are not preserved, nor does it obligate the heirs to 
maintain the property in its historic state. 
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Federal Personnel: 
Views From Two Agencies 
on Why More Employees 
Did Not Join the New 
Retirement System 

- 
Federal Employees: 
Appointees Converted to 
Career Positions, October 
Through December 1987 

Federal Personnel: 
Garnishment of Wages for 
Commercial and Domestic 
Debts 

Fewer federal employees than anticipated elected to join the new Fed- 
eral Employees Kctirement System. Some of the reasons cited were (1) 
greater benefits with the Civil Service Retirement System than with 
FEKS; (2) lack of trust in some aspect of the design or stability of FEW; (3) 
employees’ inability to contribute to the thrift plan component of YEW; 
(4) possibility of congressional action changing FEKS provisions relating 
to “windfall” social security benefits and spousal and survivor benefits; 
and (.5) difficulty of lmderstanding E’KHS. 

~~ .---.._- 
GAO,GGD-R~-~~~~‘S, Mar. 25. 

From October through December 1987, 44 agencies reported that they 
had not appointed any noncareer employees to career positions. The 
remaining 16 agencies reported 46 conversions with the Department of 
the Treasury reporting 10, the largest number of conversions. Thir-ty- 
four of the 46 conversions were competitive appointments and 12 were 
noncompetitive. 

Federal civilian employees and members of the Armed Forces are gener- 
ally protected from garnishment of their wages for commercial debt 
because of the <+ommon-law rule that the sovereign (federal government) 
may be sued only if it consents. A governmentwide waiver of sovereign 
immunity has been granted for enforcing child support or alimony obli- 
gations, i.e., domestic debts. The waiver provided that the federal gov- 
ernment is to be t.reatod for this purpose as if it were a private person. 
Federal employees in 18 of 21 departments and agencies GAO contacted 
have their wages protected from garnishment for commercial debt based 
on this doctrine of sovereign immunity. Personnel at each of the 2 1 
departments and agencies said their organizations honor court orders 
for domestic debt garnishments. 

Page 30 



Reports Issued in March lYH8 

Personnel Practices: GAO/GGD-88-33, Mar. 14 

Federal Employees 
Detailed From DOD to the The law requires that the President report to Congress the number of 

White House 
employees det.ailed to five White House offices for more than 30 days in 
a fiscal year. The law also requires the White House to reimburse detail- 
ing agencies for employees performing White House functions for more 
than 180 days in a fiscal year. The White House underreported the 
number of employees detailed from the Department of Defense. In addi- 
tion, DOD did not bill the White House for employees detailed more than 
180 days in a fiscal year. nor did the White House reimburse rK!D for 
such employees. Further, DOD hired Schedule C employees for details to 
the White House, an inappropriate use of the appointment authority. 

Former Presidents: AK. No. 135345 (c;iio.,c.;c;n-~#-~i7~~), Mar. 3. 

Support Costs and Other 
Information This fact sheet identifies the costs associated with the benefits and ser- 

vices provided to former presidents and their dependents during FY 
1977 through 1987. It also discusses the residence located at 716 Jack- 
son Place, N.W.. W’ashingt.on, D.C., which is available for use by former 
presidents. In addition, it gives the number of sites associated with for- 
mer presidents t.hat, a.re controlled by the Natinnal Park Service. 

Financial Audit: 
House Office Equipment 
Service Schedules for 
Fiscal Year 1987 

AK. No. 135395 ((;Ao:R~~~L)-~~-zH), Mar. 28. 

The House Finance Office maintains House Office Equipment Service 
records on a cash basis. In 1986 it assumed responsibility for adminis- 
tering the Members’ district office furnishings and equipment inventory 
accounts from the General Services Administration. For FY 1987, the 
full cost of acquired equipment was $9,426,093. However, trade-in 
allowances, pinchase discounts, and vendor credits totaling $126,769 
resulted in a net equipment, cost of $9,299,324. 

Impoundment of Funds: G.ixo/o(;C’-88-3, Mar. 2% 

President’s Third 
Impoundment Message for The President’s third special impoundment message for FY 1988 reports 

FY 1988 three new deferrals and revises the amounts of ten deferrals previously 
reported concerning the Departments of Defense, Agriculture, Energy, 
Health and Human Services, and Transportation. 
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Congressional 
Testimony by GAO 
Officials 

Civilian Agencies’ Management and Use of Aircraft, by Richard L. Fogel, 
General Government Division, before the Subcommittee on Environ- 
ment, Energy, and Natural Resources, House Committee on Government 
Operations. Feb. 29. GAO/T-GGD88-15. Act. No. 135135, 

Medicare: Hospital Payment Rates Should Be Revised to Assure Reason- 
ableness and Equity, by Michael Zimmerman, Human Resources Divi- 
sion, before the Subcommittee on Health, House Committee on Ways and 
Means, Mar. 1. GAO/T-IiRD-889. Act. No. 135218. 

Establishment of an Inspector General at the Central Intelligence 
Agency, by Charles A. Bowsher, Comptroller General of the United 
States, before the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, Mar. 1. GAO/T- 

AFMD-88-t;. Act. No. 135176. 

Restoring Degraded Hiparian Areas on Western Rangelands, by James 
Duffus III, Resources, Community. and Economic Development Division, 
before the Subcommittee on Nat&al Parks and Public Lands, House 
Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, Mar. 1. GAO/T-RCED-WZO. Act, 
No. 135137. 

Flexible Benefit Plans for Federal Employees, by Bernard L. Ungar, Gen- 
eral Government Division, before the Subcommittee on Employment and 
Housing, House Committee on Government Operations, Mar. 1. GAO/T- 

GGD-88-12. Act. No. 135136. 

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s Proposed Withdrawal From Par- 
ticipation in the Small Business Innovation Research Program, by Flora 
H. Milans, Resources, Community, and Economic Development Division, 
before the House Committee on Small Business, Mar. 1. GAO/T-~~~~-88-21. 

Ace. No. 135163. 

Role of Tax Policy in Preserving the Stock of Low-Income Rental Hous- 
ing, by *John II. Luke, Resources, Community, and Economic Develop- 
ment Division, before the Subcommittee on Select Revenue Measures, 
House Committee on Ways and Means, Mar. 3. Act. No. 135177, GAO/T- 

l~cl!~lK-w‘22. 1 _ 

Proposed Reforms to Laws Related to Former Presidents, by Johnny C. 
Finch, General Government Division before the Subcommittee on Fed- 
eral Spending, Budget, and Accounting, Senate Committee on Govern- 
mental Affairs, Mar. 3. i;~o/3'-~G~-88-17. Act. No. 135219. 
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Asset Forfeiture Programs: Corrective Actions Underway But Addi- 
tional Improvements Needed, by Gene L. Dodaro, General Government 
Division, before the House Subcommittee on Crime, Mar. 4. GAO/T- 

~~~-88-16. Act. No. 135192. 

Army’s Ability to Support Initial Combat Operations in Europe, by Rich- 
ard A. Davis, National Security and International Affairs Division, 
before the Subcommittee on Readiness, House Committee on Armed Ser- 
vices, Mar, 9, GAO/T-NSIAD-RB-11A. 

Hazardous Waste Management at Federal Facilities, by J. Dexter Peach, 
Resources, Community, and Economic Development Division, before the 
Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism and Hazardous Materials, 
House Committee on Energy and Commerce, Mar. 10. GAO/T-RCED-88-24. 

Act. No. 135246. 

Medicare: Management of the Risk-Based HMO Program, by Michael 
Zimmerman, Human Resources Division, before the Subcommittee on 
Health, House Committee on Ways and Means, Mar, 10. GAO/T-~~~-88-10. 
Act. No. 135245. 

Skill Qualifications of National Guard and Reserve Members, by Richard 
A. Davis, National Security and International Affairs Division, before 
the Subcommittee on Military Personnel and Compensation, House Com- 
mittee on Armed Services, Mar. 10. GAO/T-NSIAD-88-15. Act. No. 135251. 

Defense Budget and Program Issues-Fiscal Year 1989 Budget, by 
Charles A. Bowsher, Comptroller General of the United States, before 
the Senate Committee on Armed Services, Mar. 14. Act, No, 135328. 

Department of Defense Inventory Growth and Management Problems 
Continue, by Martin M. Ferber, National Security and International Divi- 
sion, before the Subcommittee on Readiness, House Committee on 
Armed Services, Mar. 15. GAO/T-~~~~-88-14. Act. No. 135276. 

Establishment of the Veterans Administration as a Cabinet Department, 
by Richard L. Fogel, General Government Division, before the Senate 
Committee on Governmental Affairs, Mar. 15. GAO/T-~~~-88-11, Mar. 15. 
Act. No. 135275. 
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Taxation of Single Premium Life Insurance, by ,Jcnnie S. Stathis, General 
Government Division, before the Subcommittee on Select Revenue Meas- 
ures, House Committee on Ways and Means, Mar. 15. GAO/T-GGD8B-20. 
Act. h-0. 135291. 

Presidential Transitions Effectiveness Act of 1988, H.R. 3932, by 
Charles A. Bowsher, Comptroller General of the United States, before 
the Subcommittuo on Legislation and National Security, House Commit- 
tee on Government, Operations. Mar. 16. (;120/‘1‘-(;(;n-88-19. Act. No. 
135292. 

Government Contractors: Criteria Needed For Allowable Employee .- ---~ 
Health Care Cost.s, by Michael Zimmerman, IIuman Resources Division, 
before the Subcommittee on Legislation and National Security, House 
Committee on Government Operat.ions, Mar. 1 ii. I;AO/T-IIKD-HB-12. Act. No. 
135336. 

Fiscal Year 1989 Ijudgt‘t Estimates for the General Accounting Office, by -- ---..- 
Charles A. Bowsher, Comptroller General of the United States! before 
the Subcommittcc~ on Lqjislative Branch, Senate Committee on Appro- 
priations, Mar. 17. c:,.~o,“I’-(x”(;-H~~“. Act. Ko. 135316. 

\;Y’s Home Loan Guaranty Program! by *John II. Luke, Resources, Com- 
munity, and Economic Development Division, before the Subcommittee 
on Ilousing and Memorial Affairs, Ilousc Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs. Mar. Ii. (;.\o,,“1’-lIC’I:1)-8X-“ti. AK. No. 135318. 

The Management and Operat,ion of KC’s Public Reference Rooms, by 
Flora Il. Milans, Kesourccs, Community, and Economic Development 
Division, btxfore lhn Srlb(*omrnit ttie on Government Information, ,Justice 
and ,4griculture, House Commit tee on Government, Operations, Mar. 17. 
(;Ao’Ii~ED-88-25. AK. No. 135:317. 

Federal Agoncics’ Hill Payment I’erformancc and Comments on Propos- 
als to Amend the Prompt Payment Act, by *Jeffrey C. Steinhoff, 
Accounting and Financial Management Division, before t.he Subcommit- 
tee on Legislation anti National Security, House Commit,tce on Govern- 
ment Operations, Mar. 17. G.~o,:,I‘-~P~~I)-~R-H. 11cc. No. 135350. 

L)oL~‘s Managemc>nt 01’ Governmcxnt Property Furnished to Defense Con- 
tractors, bJ Frank C. (‘(mahan, National Security and International ~- 
Affairs Division, bclf’c )I’Y t hc Senate Commit1 (le on Governmental Affairs, 
Mar. 2 1 ~;Ao./‘I’-~iSI~~I)-~x I!). A(*(~. so. 135329. 



..- 

Evaluation of Poverty Indicators, by Lois-ellin Datta, Program Evalua- 
tion and Methodology Division, before the Subcommittee on Census and 
Population, House Committee on Post Office and Civil Service, Mar. 22. 
GAO/T-I'EMDBB-1. Act. No. I35338. 

Coast Guard Resources, by Victor S. Rezendes, Resources, Community, 
and Economic Development Division, before the Subcommittee on Coast 
Guard and Navigation, Ilouse Committee on Merchant Marine and Fish- 
eries, Mar. 22. (;AO/T-K(‘~I)-RK~28. Act. No. 135335). 

Defense Contractor Material Management and Accounting Systems, by 
Paul F. Math, National Security and International Affairs Division, 
before the Sub(*ommittt>e on Readiness, IIouse Ilommittee on Armed Ser- 
vices, Mar. 22. (;~0/‘1’-~~1.41)-88-a(l. Ace. No. 135337. 

The Maintenance Needs of the Xational Park StIrvice, by James Duffus 
III, Resources, Community, and Economic Development, Division, before 
the Subcommittee on Interior and Related Agencies, House Committee 
on Appropriations, Mar. 23. (;AO/T-I~rEl)-88-~ii. AK. Ko. 13531i 1. 

IIighway Safety: Monitoring Practices To Show Compliance With Speed ..-- 
Limits Should be Rc-examined, by Kenneth M. Mead. Resources, Commu- 
nity, and Economic Development Division, before the Subcommittee on 
Surface Transportation, House Commit.tee on Public Works and Trans- 
portation, Mar. 23. (;AC)!‘I’-K(‘~~D-H~-~~l. Act. No. 1 X352. 

Estimates of Potential Savings by Retiring Two Aircraft Carriers Early, ----. .-- 
by Bill W. Thurman, National Security and Int,crnational Affairs Divi- 
sion, before the Subcommittee on Projection Forces and Regional 
Defense, Senate Commit,t,tJe on Armed Services. Mar. 23. GAO/T- 
SSII\LMiH- 16. 

Strong Leadership Seeded to Revitalize Public Service, by Charles A. 
Bowsher, Comptrollt?r General of the Unit&d States, before the Subcom- 
mittee on Civil Service, House Committee on Post Office and Civil Ser- 
vice. Mar. 24. r;r-\o/‘r-c;(;~)-xli-:! I. Act. No. 13.5360. 

GAO’S Comments on the Reauthorization of the Office of Federal Procure- 
ment Policy, by Charles A. Bowsher, Comptroller General of the United 
States, before the Subcommittee on Federal Spending, Budgeting and 
Accounting, Senate (:ommittee on Governmental Affairs, Mar. 25. GAO/T- 

SSIAIHWZ~. Act.. No. 135370. 



Role of Qualified Mort.gage Bonds in Providing Home Ownership Oppor- -” ..--- - 
tunities, by .John II. Luke, Resources, Community, and Economic Devel- 
opment Division, before the Subcommitt.ce on Taxation and Debt 
Management., Stbnatch C’ommittee on Finance, Mar. 28. GAO/‘I’-KC’~;L)-88-:I1. 

,4cc. No. l:~WW. 

Strategic Defense Initiative Organization Management Information and 
Control Issues, by Harry R. Finley, National Security and International -_ -.-- 
Affairs Division, bcforc the Subcommittee on Legislation and National 
Security. IIoust~ C’onrnrittw on Government Operations, Mar. 29. c;Ao/‘~‘- 
iYsIAr)-sis-24. 

The Tax Gap, by .Jennic S. Stathis, General Government Division, before _.. _ ..- 
the Senaite Budgrbt Cornmitt et>, >Iar. 3 1. (;Ao/T-(;(;L)-8X-X2. 

Environmc>ntal, Sat’c%y. and Health Oversight of the Department of 
Energy’s Operations, by Keith 0. Fultz, Resources, Community, and Eco- 
nomic Development Division, bcforc the Subcommittee on Natural 
Hesourccs, Agric.rllturtb Research and Environment, House Committee on 
Science. Spac*t>. ;III~I ‘l‘~~l,h~~ology, Mar. 3 1. I;~z(-)/T-I~(‘EI)-~H~~II. 

Department of I)t~l’enx* Needs to Strengthen Its Controls Over the Pay- --.- -.-- ..-. - _... - 
ment of M;tneu~.er Damage Claims In Germany, by -Joseph E. Kolley, - 
Iiational S~x~ri t,v and International Affairs Division, befort> thca Subcom- 
mittee on Rcadillc~ss. Sllstainability and Support, Senate Committee on 
Armcld Stlrvic.cs. \l;i~.. ;1 1 I (;1\o:~[‘-~sI.-~I)-R8-““. 

Federal Ax,iation ?Itlministl.ation’s Advanced Automation System 
Investment ~ by Danif% IVhite, Information Management and Technology 
Division, b(lforcb 1 hr Subcommittee on Transportation, Senate Committee 
on AlqxoJ)+~t irr~~s. Slat.. 3 1. (;A0 1~~1’Ix‘~XK-2. 

Fiscal Year I%!9 lSrldgc*t Estimates for the General Accounting Office, by -- 
Charles A. F~owsl~r. (Z)mptroller General of the United States, before 
the Subconm~itt w on I,q$slativo. IIouse Committee on Appropriations, 
Mar. ;3 1. GW,“I-c 11 Y,-W .I. 

FA4 Apprqriatlon Issues, by Kenneth M. Mead, Resources, Community, 
and Economic Dc~vclopment Division, before the Subcommittee on Trans- 
portation, Scnatt, C’ornmittcc on Appropriations, Mar. 31. ~;x),0- 
HCEIHwI2. 
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NATIONAL DEFENSE 

7 MIlltar)/ Draft: 
Potential impacts and Other 
ssues 
kc No 135266 (GAD/ 
VSIAD-EWlOZ), Mar IO. 

I7 INF Treaty: 
~Zost of Weapon Systems to Be 
IIestroye’d and Possible Savings 
~IAOjNSlAD-88-141 FS, Mar 24. 

[J lnventc’ry Management. 
Supply Problems at the 90th 
tirmy Res#erve Command 
GAO/NSIAD-88-86BR, Feb 5 

Cl Competltron 
l*jsues on Establishing and 
lislng Federally Funded 
Research and Development 
(lenters 
kc No 135228 (GAO/ 
NSIAO-B&Z), Mar. 7 

Cl Contract Pricing. 
Civerpricirlg of Peacekeeper 
MIsslIe Subcontracts 
C AO/NSIAD-88-127, Mar 28. 

0 Army Procurement: 
Coritractrng for Management 
a Id Operation of Government- 
Cwned Ammunition Plants 
GAO/N%388-72: Mar 8 

q Army Procurement. 
U inecessary Restriction on 
C2mpetltron~for New Chemical 
Protective Masks 
GAO/NStA[I-88-66, Mar 2 

0 Modlficatlon Programs: 
Proposed Changes to the 
Army’s Approval Process 
Act No. t 35346 (GAO/ 
N:)IAD-88 l:%BR), Mar 23. 

a nternai Controls: 
Controls Over Expedited 
Payments to Defense Suppliers 
Need lmprclvement 
GI,O/NSIACl-88-113, Feb 29 

•i Management Review: 
F’o low-Up cln the Management 
Redrew of the Defense 
Loqstlcs-Agency 
GPOINSIAD~88-107. Mar 28. 

III (Zomputer Procurement: 
ISS Jes Concerning Technical 

Speclflcatiorl for Navy s CAD/ 
CAM Acqulsltdorl 

Community and Selected 
Member Natlons 

Act No 135175 (GAO; 
IM-rEC~88 ISHR) Mar 3 

Act No 135290 (GAO/ 
RC:ED~88-102). Mar. 15 

q Test and Evaluatron 
An Assessment iif Navy s Long 
Term Underwater Test 
Resources Plan 
GAO/NSlAl+Xi 8(; Mar 28 

iI Embassy Contracting 
State Department Efforts to 
Terminate Employee 
Assoclatlon Contracts 
GAO,‘NSlAD-88-85, Feb. 16 

Cl Household Goods 
lmpllcallons ot IncreasIng 
Moving Companies ilablllty fol 
DOD Shipments 
Act No 13.535’3 1 GAO, 
NSIAD 88 ioj’, IMar 24 

SCIENCE, SPACE, AND 
TECHNOLOGY 

0 Prompt F?a;n-lent Act 
Military Excrlangcs Had 
Problems III F’aylng on Time 
GAO!AFMC BY (7 Feb 9 

0 R&D Funding 
Foreign Sponsorshlp of US 
Unlverslty Research 
GA0:RCED 88.89BR, Mar 4 

Cl Software &velopment 
Update on Ijepdr!ment of 
Defense Cc ,lrral Design 
Actlvltres 
Act No 13’,265 (GAO; 
IMTEC-88.XI’:-;) uar 11 

0 Space Operations 
Testing of NASA s Technical 
and Management lnformatron 
System 
GAcIiiVTEC-88-28, Mar, 8 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

0 Technology Transfer 
Constraints Perceived bv 
Federal Laboratory and Agency 
Offtclals 
G.4( ):HCEn-88.1166R Mar 4 

0 lnternatlortal t Irance 
Market Accts:; c:onccrns of 
U S Financial Instltuttons III 

Japan 
Act No 135 134 I : %o/ 
NSIAD-88 108BR) ‘,nar 1 

ENERGY 

0 Ewrgy Management 
ActIons to Improve Tlmellness 
of FERC Responses to 
lnvestrgatlve Reports 
GAO,‘RCED-88~92, Feb 19 

0 Foreign In~~cstment. 
Growing Japanese Presence in 
the U S. Auto I;ldustry 
GAOjNSlAD HF! 1: Mar 7 

0 tnternatronal Energy Agency. 
Plan to Provzde i.qal Defenses 
to Partlcrpatlrli; IJ $i OtI 
Companies 
GAO/NSIAD~HEI 89BEI. Feb 8 

Cl Energy Rcgulatlon 
Opportunltles for Strengthening 
Hydropower Cumulative Impact 
Assessments 
GAC!RCED-88~82, Mar 10. 

NATURAL RESOURCES AND 
ENVIRONMENT 

q Nuclear Mater& 
Section 604 !3]rnrl~bus 
DIplomatic Sr?cLirlt.i and 
Antiterror!sm Act of 1986 
GAC/NSlAD 89 1 19F S, Feb 29 

q U S Japan : trade 
Trade Data arid Industry Views 
on MOSS Agreements 
GAO!NSIAD HY IZOtS Feb 23 

0 Food Assistance 
Practrces of II>0 E ljropean 

Cl Superflrnd 
Cost Growth on Remedial 
ConstructIon Activities 
GAO,RCED~88-69, Feb 24. 

0 Superfund 
Overview of EPA’s Contract 
Laboratory Program 
GAO, HCED 88109FS, Mar. 30 

II Groundwater Standards: 
Stales Need More Information 
Cram EPA 
Act Vo 135289 (GAO/ 
PtMO 88-6) Mar 16. 

.; MY address is incorrect on your mailing list. Please change as follows 

0 Hazardous Waste 
Groundwater Conditions at 
Many Land Disposal Facllitles 
Remain i Incertain 
GAO:RCED 88-29. Deb 18 

Cl Parks and Recreation. 
Park Service Managers Report 
Shortfalls In Maintenance 
Funding 
Act No 135349 (GA0: 
FiCED~88-91 RR) Mar 21 

0 Air Pollution 
EPA’s Efforts to Develop a New 
Model for Regulating Utlilty 
Emissions 
GAO/RCED~88-57. Jan 22 

II Water Resources 
Evaluation of Erosion Problems 
or1 Upper Mlssourl River 
GAOIRCED-HH~7i RR Mar 7 

q Surface Miring. 
lnterror and State Management 
of Regulatory Grants 
GAO:RCEDMWjB, I;& 3 

AGRICULTURE 

0 Agricultural Marketing 
Farmers’ Marketing Practlccs 
and Programs to Teach 
Alternative Practlccs 
Act No 135397 (GAO, 
RCED-88.78BR), Mar 25 

•i Ml/k Marketing Orders 
OptIons for Change 
AK. No. 135347 (GAO, 
RCED-889j Mar 21 

0 Anrmal Welfare Program 
Federal Regulatton Relating to 
the Pransportatlon of Dogs 
GAOjRCED-88-100, Mar. 21 

0 Internal Controls 
Food and Nutrition Service 
Lacks Effective Controls 
GAO/AFVD-88~16 Mar 18 

COMMERCE AND HOUSING 
CREDIT 

0 Financial Markets 
Issuers, Purchasers, and 
Purposes of High Yield None 
Investment Grade Bonds 
Act No 135242 (GAO/ 
GGD-88~55FSi Feb 29 



- 
November 1985 Flood Shows 
Need for improvements 
GA(!/RCED-68 5, Feb 4. 

SOClAL SERWCES 

Q Welfare Retorrn 
B~bographres of Case 
Management and Agency,’ 
(;lirnt r::~~!ractJng 
!;A~jitiHD68-6lFS, Mar 11 

U Welfare 
Expert Panels’ Insights on Malor 
Heforrf Proposals 
r;AC),:t’RD 88 59 Feb 3 

@. F oaf? Stamp Program 
%rttcjpatron by AFDC 
Hctisc~Klds 
I.~A~),~;(:E[)~~~~~SBR Feb 11 

HEALTH 

U Medicare 
Potenilai tffects of Shafting the 
Home i-isalt’l Benefll From Part 
a to P<ir* B 
GA@, Lif ;D 88 79 Mar 25 

D ‘&iiJ[;a! ADP Systems 
CWT~~XI~C ticalth Care System 
A~;qu,siiJori --~Farr Reasonable 
Sripp:lrted 
Ai,c i’Jr> 135243 (GAO/ 
IMlT ii8 26) Mar 3 

q Tlrr,-litus 
Federal AgerlcJes Research 
and rrearment Activities 
GAO .4ii’ !h&%KlFS ‘alar :: 

INCOME SECURITY 

17 DJstrJct’s Workforce 
Anni:al Report Requred by the 
C~strr;:f o’ !;oli~mb~a Retirement 
Refo! ii Act 
,. II 4,: ! I,r:;::: Y8-60 Mar 30 

--- 
VETERANS AFFAIRS 

13 Veterans’ Pensions 
Verrfyrng Income With Tax Data 
Can Identify S~gniflcant 
Payment Problems 
GAO!HRD-88-24, Mar 16 

q VA Health Care 
Delays In Awarding Mafor 
Construction Contracts 
Act. No. 135396 (GAO,’ 
HRD 8%74), Mar 11 

ADMINISTRATION OF 
JUSTICE 

U ln,n-rgration Control 
A NW Role for the Social 
Security Card 
Act No 135304 (GAO! 
HPD~88-4) Mar 16. 

0 Illegal Aliens 
InfJrJence of Iflegal Workers on 
‘Wages and Working Condrtrons 
of Legal Workers 
Act No 135244 (GAO! 
PFQK 58 13BR) Mar 10. 

0 INS Delivery Bonds 
Stronger Internal Controls 
Needed 
GAO!GGD88-36 Mar 7 

0 Drug Control 
U S lnternatlonal Narcotics 
Control Actrvrtles 
Act Yo 135305 (GAO: 
NSIAD88.1 14). Mar 1. 

0 “\latJonaf Drug Policy Board: 
LeadershIp Evolvrng. Greater 
Role in Developrng Budgets 
PoSS~bk 

GAO,,GGD-88~24 Feb. 12 

q FBI Voice Pnvacy 
Cost Status. and Future 
DIrectIon 
GAO~IMTEC-87 45, Mar 8 

U DC. Government 
Alternate Sites for Federally 
Funded DC Correctional FacrlJty 
13GAO,‘GGD,88~5OBR, Mar 1 

U Seized Conveyances 
Justice and Customs Correchon 
ot Previous Conveyance 
Management Problems 
GAO!GGD-88~30 Feb 3 

0 Ethrcs Enforcement: 
Results of Conflrct of Interest 
lnvestigahons 
GAG,&GD~88-34, Feb 19 

GENERAL GOVERNMENT 

U Status of Open 
Recommendations: 
fmprovrng Operations of Federal 
Departments and Agencies 
Act No 135229 (GAO/OP-88. 
1 I. Feh 26. 

c] Elnancral Management: 
Examples of Weaknesses 
C;AO;AFMD-88 35HR. Feb 25 

0 Tax Admrnrstratron 
IRS Tax Gap Studies 
GAO,~GD~B~ 66BH, Mar 25 

0 Tax Policy 
Information on Interest 
Deducted for Frnancrng Mergers 
Is Not Avallahle 
GAO:‘GGD~88-58, Mar 29. 

0 Tax Policy 
Federal Estate Tax or> Hstorrc 
F’ropcr!rcs 
GAOYXD-88-56. Mar. 31 

Cf Federal Personnel 
Views From Tivo Agencies on 
Why More Ernployees Did Not 
Join the New Retirement 
System 
GAO/(;GD~88-52FS, Mar Il. 

0 Federal Employees 
Appointees Converted to 
Career Positions, October 
Through December 1987 
GAO.ffGGD-88-67FS, Mar 25 

0 Federal Personnel, 
Garnrshment of Wages for 
Commercial and DomestIc 
Debts 
GAOiGGD~88 43FS, Feb 17 

n Personnel Practices: 
Federal Employees Dctarled 
Frorrl DOD to the Whrfe House 
GAO,‘GGD~88.33 Mar 14 

0 Forrner Presidents 
Support Costs and Other 
Information 
Act No 135345 (GAO,’ 
GGD 88~57FS), Mar 3 

0 Ftnancral Audit. 
House Office EquJpment 



Service Schedules for Fiscal 
‘-‘ear 1987 
/\cc. No 135395 (GAO/ 
IIFM[X% 29), Mar 28 

[I Impoundment of Funds 
i%esldent’s Third ImpoundTent 
‘&sage for FY 1988 
i~AQ’OGC~88-3, rvlar 28 

Strong LeaderswNeeded to ~_.. 
Revitalize Public Service Mar -_’ 
24 GAO/T~GGD-ES-21 Am No 
135360 

GACS’s Comments on the -- 
Reauthorization of the Offlco of 
Federal Procut%%X%il~;l~~~~ ---.___-- 
Mar 25. GAO/T-NSIAD-88-23 
Act No 135370 

Fiscal Year 1989 Budget _-. 
Estimates for the General -~- --- 
Accounting OffIce. Mar 17 
GAO/T-OCG-88-2 Act No 

Asset Forfeiture Programs 
wive Actions Underway 
But AddItional Improvements 
Needed, Mar 4 GAO/T~ 
GGD88 16 Act No 135192 135316 

VA s Home Loan Guaranty 
Prosm h:ar 17 GAO,‘T~ __- -.~ 
FIGED- 21: Act No 135318 

Army s Ability to Support Initial ..- 
Combat Operations In Europe -- 
Mar 9 GAO/T-NSIAD-88-l IA 

CONGRESSIONAL 
TESTIMONY BY GAO 
OFFICIALS 

Thr: Manauement and Hazardous Waste Managemenr --- --_-_-- 
at Federal Facilities, Mar 10 

--;--~-- 
Operation of FCC s Public -~~ 

GAO/T-RCED~88~24. Act. No Reference Rooms Mar. 17 _- -~----.-~’ 
GAO;RCED-88 25 Act No 135246 

~Qv111an Agencies’ Manayemenr 
ind Use of Aircraft Feb 29 
;mGGD88-15 Act Ml) 
35135 

1353’1 7 
135398 Medicare Management of the 

Rlsk-Based HMO Program, Mar. 
flGAoiiHRO-88-10 Act No 

Federal Agencies’ Bill Payment -- 
Performance and Comments on ..--~ 
Proposals to Amend the Prompt 
Payment Act Mar 17 GAO/T ----...^ ~. 
AFMD 88-R Act No 135350 

Strategic Defense lnrtlative ---_ .- 
i?rganizatlon Management 
information and Control Issut’s. ~~-“l---.-_--~~-..~~~~~ ~~ 
Mar 29. GAO/T.NSIAD-88-23 

135245 
‘dedlcare Hospital Payme 11 
lqates Should Be Revised to 
4ssure Reasonableness axl ..~ 
!!qulty, N:ar. 1. GAO/T-HQDR8? 
4cc NIJ 135218 

Sklll Qualiflcatlons of National -.--~~- 
Guard and Reserve Members 
Mar 10 GAO/T-NSIAD-88-15 
Act No. 135251 

l-he Tax Gap Mar 31 GACJ,‘! --_____II_ 
GGD-88-22. 

LXX1 s Manayement of ~-_....--. 
Government Property-FurnIshed ““~ 
to Defense Contractors Mar 

!stablishment of an Inspector 
;eneral at the Central 

~__~ 
21 GAO,!T-NSIAD-88-19. Act 
No 35329 

Environmental, Safety 3~1 
tqealth Oversighto?ihc‘--.- -__- 
Department of Ener&_s .- 
ODeratIons Mar 31 GAO:? 

Defense Budget and Program -.-- 
Issues-Fiscal Year 1989 
Budgef Mar 14 Ace No 
135328 

-.-__-~ 
ntelligence Agency, Mar 1 
;AO/T AFMD88 6 Act \I, tvaluatlon of Poverty Indicators, 

Alar 22 GAO/T-PE%ID-88-l Act 
No 135’% dL 

135176 

Departrnerit of Defense .--_ 
Inventory Growth and .-.~~---.~ 
Management Problems 
Continue. Mar 15. GAO/T 
YSlAIXB14 Act No 135276 

qestorlny Degraded Ripal Ian -__ 
4reas on Western Rangelands ----- -- 
tlar 1 GAO/T-RCED-88-X Act 

Department of Defense Needs -___..-~~ 
io Strengthen Its Controls Over ~- ~-__ ~~~~ 
the Pajiment of Maneuver ---. 
Damage Claims In Germall-, --. -----A; 
t,lar 31 GAO/T-NSIAD 8&r( 

Coast IGuard Resources. Mar. 
22 GAO’T RCED-88.28 Act No 
13:i339 uo 135137 

Flexible Benefit Plans for 
~?&~!mployees, May 
SAO,‘T GGD-88.12 Act hi 

Defense Contractor Materral 
ManagerneiandAccount& 
Systems Mar 22 GAO/T- 
NSIAD 88 20 Act Yo 135337 

Establishment of the Veterans -- 
Admln%?& as a Cabinet 
Dt??T.Mar 1.5 GAWT- 
HRD~88 11 Mar 15 ACC No 
135275 

i-ederal Aviation 
AdmInIstration’s Advaliced 
Automation System lnvestmsrlt 
Mar 31 GAO/iMTEC 88-2 

135136 

The Nuclear Regulatory 
c%EGiG s Proposed 
WIthdrawal From Partlcl”patlon jr1 
Ihe Small Business InnovatIon 
Research ProEarn. Mar 1 
GAO/T RCED~BB 21 ACC n0 
135163 

The Maintenance Needs of the 
National Park Service. Mar 23 
GAO,‘T RCED 88-27. Act No 
135351 

Ilscai Year 1989 Budoet raxation of Single Premium iife 
lnsuraryc%aar 15 GAO/T-GGb 
88~20 Act No 135291 

Estimates for the General ~ll_-_-- -_~--~ 
Accounting Office, Mar 31 --- 
GAOIT OCG~88~3 

Presidential Transitions 
Effectiveness Act of 1988 H.R - 
3932. Mar 16 GAO/T~ -.-... 
SGD~EB 19 Act No. 135292 

Hqhway27afety Monitonng 
Practices To Show Compliance -- 
With Speed Limits Should be 
I%-examined Mar 23 GAO/T --.--. -..- 
RCFD R8 29 Act No 135352 

t-AA Approprlatlon Issues 
blar 31 C;AO:T-PCELI 88 S? 

Role of Tax Policy tn Press rv- --I-~~~ 
the Stock of Low-Income Rental 
HousIng, Mar 3 Act No 
135177 l:;AO/T-RCED~88~;‘Z 

Government Contractors- 
Critena Needed For Allowable 
Employee Health Care Costs 

Estimates of Potential Savings ~~~~~.I_.___~ -.-- 
by Retlrwwo Aircraft Carriers -- 

Mar 16 GAOFHRD-88-12 Act. Early %lar 3 GAO/T- 
N:;IAO 88 16 No 13533ti 

Proposed Reforms to La&is 
Related to Former Pre&&+ts -- .-...- ~~~ 
Mar 3. GAO/T.GGDRB 17 rice 
no 135219 
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